THE GREAT STATE

of everything that he can take. His desire for gain
is usually a perfectly healthy and legitimate wish
to have a full life; he is only made brutal in its
pursuit because, under the laws of the present in-
dustrial organisation, one must often be brutal or
go under. It is not his instincts that are far wrong;
his chief fault is his ignorance. The average man
of to-day is a light-hearted person who does not
trouble to think out the whys and wherefores, or the
precise method by which the largest amount of
happiness and comfort can be obtained. He pre-
fers to enjoy himself rather than to think. This
is, perhaps, not altogether an unhealthy state of
mind.

We shall not get much further in the perfecting
of our social organisation until the normal citizen
has been educated to think more quickly and more
accurately. The wise community will consider
that no sum is too high to spend on making the
education of its citizens as full as possible. It is
the basis of every other reform, it is the investment
which pays higher interest than any other enter-
prise. Just as a manufacturer knows that it pays
to have the best machinery, so a wise statesmanship
will maintain that it pays the Nation to have the
finest human machinery. It is scarcely realised
what an enormous waste in productive power is
caused by inefficient and niggardly education. To
send the children from the schools to work as we
send them, imperfectly equipped, to-day, is little
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